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of condition "with negligence in the education of their children. Exception being made t'other day against an ignorant booby of her own. clothing, whom she was putting off for a rich heir, ' Madam ', said she, 4 you know there is no making children who know they have estates attend their books.'
Sempronia by these arts is loaded with presents, importuned for her acquaintance, and admired by those who do not know the first taste of life, as a woman of exemplary good breeding. But sure, to murder and to rob are less iniquities than to raise profit by abuses, as irreparable as taking away life; but more grievous, as making it lastingly unhappy. To rob a lady at play of half her fortune, is not so ill as giving the whole and herself to an unworthy husband. But Sempronia can administer consolation to an unhappy fair at home, by leading her to an agreeable gallant elsewhere. She can then preach the general condition of all the married world, and tell an inexperienced young woman the methods of softening her affliction, and laugh at her simplicity and want of knowledge, with an ' Oh! my dear, you will know better/
The wickedness of Sempronia, one would think, should be superlative, but I cannot but esteem, that of some parents equal to it; I mean such as sacrifice the greatest endowments and qualifications to base bargains. A parent who forces a child of a liberal and ingenious 1 spirit into the .arms of a clown or a blockhead, obliges her to a crime too odious for a name. It is in. a degree the unnatural conjunction of rational and brutal beings. Yet what is there so common, as the bestowing an accomplished woman with such a disparity. And I could name crowds who lead miserable lives for want of knowledge in their parents of this maxim, that good sense and good nature always go together. That which is attributed to fools and called good nature, is only an inability of observing what is faulty, which turns i Ingenuous.